
Breakthrough- A Real Miracle 
01.14.18 

COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 

GATHERING TIME  (10-15 min) 

PRAYER  (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 

Experiencing the gift of the Holy Spirit may not be as dramatic for some as it was for those present on the day of 
Pentecost.  How have you experienced the Holy Spirit in your walk with Jesus? 

SUMMARY  (5 min) 
Greg continued the Breakthrough series with today's message (based on Acts 2).  Breakthrough is defined as the act, 
result or place of breaking through against resistance.  Also, as a sudden, dramatic and important development or 
discovery. 

Greg is encouraging each of us to identify at least one area of resistance or risk to offer Jesus during this 40-day study, 
where the only way breakthrough can happen is with God's help. 

When God shows up in power, heaven breaks in and breaks through the power of all resistance. 

Three miracles of the feast of Pentecost (a celebration of harvest) were breaking through: (1) the resistance of 
self-reliance; (2) religious barriers; (3) cultural and racial barriers. 

The events of Pentecost were the foundation of the kingdom of God in that it established the church as the place where 
God moves on the earth through His spirit.  Those present expected a political kingdom, but God moves in people's 
hearts to transform individuals and communities. 

When we are immersed in the living water of Jesus, we are filled with the Holy Spirit. 

FULL NOTES  (5 min) 
In Acts 2, Luke described the miraculous events of Pentecost, the holy day 50 days after Passover.  Amid the roar of a 
violent wind and the appearance of flames among those present (symbolic of the power being given to their voices, 
their growing confidence, igniting the fire in their hearts), people "...are filled with the Holy Spirit and begin speaking in 
languages they've never spoken, as the Spirit empowers them" (verse 4).  "Because of the holy festival, there are devout 
Jews staying as pilgrims in Jerusalem from every nation under the sun.  They hear the sound, and a crowd gathers.  They 
are amazed because each of them can hear the group speaking in their native languages.  They are shocked and amazed 
by this" (verses 5-6). 

In the presence of the other apostles and through the Holy Spirit, Peter spoke to the gathered crowd.  He explained how 
current events fulfilled the Old Testament prophesies of Joel (chapter 2) and David (Psalms 16, 110).  "In the last days, I 



will offer My Spirit to humanity as a libation.  Your children will boldly speak the word of the Lord.  Young warriors will 
see visions, and your elders will dream dreams.  Yes, in those days I shall offer My Spirit to all servants, both male and 
female, and they will boldly speak My word" (verses 17-18).  "David wasn't speaking of himself; he was speaking as a 
prophet.  He saw with prophetic insight that God had made a solemn promise to him: God would put one of his 
descendants on His throne" (verse 30).  "Since Jesus has been lifted to the right hand of God--the highest place of 
authority and power--and since Jesus has received the promise of the Holy Spirit from the Father, He has now poured 
out what you have seen and heard here today" (verse 33). 

Peter implored: "Reconsider your lives; change your direction.  Participate in the ceremonial washing of baptism in the 
name of Jesus God's Anointed, the Liberating King.  Then your sins will be forgiven, and the gift of the Holy Spirit will be 
yours.  For the promise of the Spirit is for you, for your children, for all people--even those considered outsiders and 
outcasts--the Lord our God invites everyone to come to Him" (verses 38-39). 

The remainder of Acts 2 describes how on the day of Pentecost 3,000 people joined the apostles.  In the following days, 
their faith community came together; worshiping, learning from the apostles, creating togetherness, sharing possessions 
in trust for the good of the community.  "The new disciples praised God, and they enjoyed the goodwill of all the people 
of the city.  Day after day the Lord added to their number everyone who was experiencing liberation" (verse 47). 

DISCUSSION  (20-30 min) 
(1) HOW ARE YOU CHALLENGED TO "WAIT FOR THE PROMISE OF THE FATHER"? 

(2) WHAT AREA(S) OF RESISTANCE OR RISK IN YOUR LIFE ARE YOU GIVING IN FAITH TO JESUS FOR BREAKTHROUGH? 

(3) HOW ARE YOU SEEKING, HEARING AND FOLLOWING HOLY SPIRIT'S GUIDANCE TO ACHIEVE BREAKTHROUGH IN THESE AREAS? 

MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER  (10-15 min) 

Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with one another. Ask the Holy Spirit to assure your 
heart that whenever you walk through a valley the Lord will lead you and bring you peace. 

PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 

Scriptures: Acts 2:37-41 

Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s scripture. 

SCRIPTURES 

37Peter’s words pierced their hearts, and they said to him and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we 

do?” 

38 Peter replied, “Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God, and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ 

for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39This promise is to you, to your 



children, and to those far away   Or and to people far in the future, or and to the Gentiles. —all who have been called 

by the Lord our God.” 40Then Peter continued preaching for a long time, strongly urging all his listeners, “Save 

yourselves from this crooked generation!” 

41Those who believed what Peter said were baptized and added to the church that day—about 3,000 in all. 

Prayerful Bible Reading 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s presence. You might 

picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special happening, just remain open to God’s 

Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do 

list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be 

helpful to just notice these thoughts as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you  see?  hear?  smell? 

touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or another character in the story?  How do 

you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing out to you, 

stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or memories arising within you in 

response to this word or phrase? 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be  quiet  for  a  few 

moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new awareness, or an action. Take some 

time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking and feeling, about how all this connects to your life 

right now, your relationships and work with others.  

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence and allow 

yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your  experience,  writing  down  the 

word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, what you felt Jesus was inviting you to. It can be 

especially helpful to write down the word or phrase from the text that stands out to you each day, so you can look back 

at the end of the week and notice any themes or patterns.  




