
 

Rewind/Fast Forward 
12.31.17  

COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 

 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 
 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 
How do you experience the saying: "God's never early, but He's always on time"? 

SUMMARY (5 min) 
Noelle Shearer encouraged us to focus on becoming "Kingdom people" when considering 2017-2018 in her 
Rewind / Fast Forward sermon.  What areas of spiritual growth in 2017 can we celebrate?  How will we seek the 
abundant life Jesus offers during 2018?  Life is never wasted and we're to make it matter...daily. 
 
Jesus loves to explain truth through everyday things like vines, fruit, fishing, building and shepherding.  He is a 
master communicator.  In His parable recorded in John 10:1-10, Jesus is the shepherd and the guard at the gate 
of the sheep pen.  As we know, eventually He becomes the sheep as well.  On the cross, He is destined to 
become the innocent sacrifice that makes all future sin sacrifices and burnt offerings unnecessary. 
 
Noelle's message was a reminder how Jesus calls us and we should listen for His voice.  As often occurred when 
Jesus spoke in parables, His listeners did not immediately grasp His meaning, so (in verses 7-10) He spoke more 
directly:  "I tell you the truth: I am the gate of the sheep.  All who approached the sheep before Me came as 
thieves and robbers, and the sheep did not listen to their voices.  I am the gate; whoever enters through Me will 
be liberated, will go in and go out, and will find pastures.  The thief approaches with malicious intent, looking to 
steal, slaughter, and destroy; I came to give life with joy and abundance." 
 
The metaphor of sheep (us) as followers of Jesus is apt in several respects: (1) sheep travel as a herd 
(community) and there is strength in numbers; (2) the shepherd spends much time with his sheep and knows 
them by name (personal relationship); (3) sheep trust their shepherd and listen only to his voice, requiring a good 
filter (discernment); (4) sheep wait (patience) on the shepherd and follow his lead (faith in his wisdom, guidance); 
(5) sheep require clear direction to stay on the right path (God's word). 
 
Jesus only invites, He doesn't demand.  He offers us the rhythm of Kingdom living - rest and safety, followed by 
pursuing mission and community - asking us to follow where He's already gone.  He asks us to listen, wait and 
trust, which requires us to be open, honest, vulnerable, authentic and courageous. 
 
DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 
(1) What kind of "Kingdom person" do you seek to be? 
 
(2) How do you experience "waiting on God"? 
 
(3) How are you hearing God's voice and trusting Him? 
 
(4) How will you pursue Kingdom mission and community in 2018? 

 



 

 
MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
 
Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with one another. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
assure your heart that whenever you walk through a valley the Lord will lead you and bring you peace. 
 
PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 
 
Scriptures: John 10:1-10 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s scripture. 
 
 
SCRIPTURES 
 
John 10:1-10 
 1 “Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by 
some other way, is a thief and a robber. 
2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 
3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by 
name and leads them out. 
4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they 
know his voice. 
5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a 
stranger’s voice.” 
6 Jesus used this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he was telling them. 
7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep.  
8 All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them.9I am the 
gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. 
9 Or kept safe  They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 
10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the 
full. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Prayerful Bible Reading  

 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these thoughts 

as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you  see? 

hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or another 

character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing out 

to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or memories 

arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be  quiet 

for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new awareness, 

or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking and feeling, 

about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence and 

allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your  experience, 

writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, what you felt Jesus 

was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase from the text that stands 

out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice any themes or patterns.  

 


